
Selling Your photographs online 

Engish is not my major language, so sorry for any mistakes and errors caused 
by that.

Firstly I want to say, that You will not become bilionire from microstock... but 
You will probably earn enough to buy some new photo gear from time to time 
for that money. It is quite cool to buy sth for that money - your hobby earns 
for itself. The money you earn depends on the usefulness of your photo. You 
can easily find microstocksellers with over 400,000 downloads in the period of 
3 years. 

Choosing photos 

Well not every photo will sell well. Why? The customers of microstock are 
looking for certain photographs, thats why an photo of isolated apple (or 
buisness woman) will get much more sales than photo of sunset. You have to 
look at your photo and think - 'what can be uses of my photo'. The target of 
microstock agencies are webdesigners, ad agencies, artists... so think how to 
take good usable photos. To make it enouth visible You need to add 
apropriate keywords.

Preparing the photo

Before You submit a photo You must be aware that: 

• The photograph should be sent with the best possible quality - do not 
compress it! 

• The photo should be in its orginal size - do not resize it because it will be 
rejected. 

• The approver is taking a look at You photos at full size, if it contains any 
artifacts or noise it will be rejected. So, when it is possible use low iso 
settings on your camera, if it still contains some noise You can use some 
software to remove it. Noise Ninja or Neat Image should help enough. 

• The photo should not contain any copyrighted things and logos. Remove 
them with photo editing software, eg. gimp, photoshop. 

• If your photograph contain people with recognizable faces, all of the 
people should sign model release form - do not forget to attach it to Your 
photo. Some sample model-release forms: shutter stock, z 
dreamstmie's, universal ones . 

Choosing keywords

This is as much important as the usefulness and quality of your photos. If you 
will not add enough amount of good keywords it will be not shown to as many 
buyers as it could. Take some time for choosing keywords - take a cup of tea 
and think, family can help you with that. If you think that there could be some 
more, but do not have idea which ones check microstock for similar images, 
this sould give You some new ideas. If there aren't similar photos - be happy 
because unique photo with good keywords will reach amout of sales it 
deserves. Example keywords:

http://www.dpcorner.com/all_about/releases.shtml
http://www.dreamstime.com/stockutilities
http://www.dreamstime.com/stockutilities
http://submit.shutterstock.com/legal.mhtml
http://www.neatimage.com/
http://www.picturecode.com/


 

over, white, bananas, banana, fruits, isolated, background, ripe, fresh, 
healthy, fruit, extracted, tropical, yellow, bunch, sweet, shadow, shadows, two, 
food, diet, nutrition 

Next example:

 

electricity, plasma, globe, sphere, night, dark, blue, red, electric, tesla, energy, 
power, high, voltage, vole, current, ac, dc, hv, lamp, bolt, black, party, 
decoration, light, science, technology, glow, background 

The keywords can be added to photo in stockagency web form, however I 
think it is bad way of doing that. Far better is to add keywords in editing image 
software - for eg. in xnview or photoshop - by editing ITPC tags. Photoshop is 
the most popular software, so I'll write here how to get to the itpc editing 
dialog. File = File info...=keywords. Now You can send the photo to any of the 
stock agencies and they will read it automaticaly - you saved a lot of time 
making it that way! 

Rejections

They usually write why it was rejected, but remember do not take it 
personally! It is natural... sometimes the reasons will seem weird, but they 
are choosing the photos they want to sell. It is nothing new that photo rejected 



in one agency will be accepted in the other. You will learn to cope with it after 
some time. The photo can be arty, it can expres something in great way - they 
can still reject it. 

Payout

Well diffrent stock agencies have different limits and types of sending money, 
in most of cases You can get your money after achiewing sales of 50$, and 
cash it with paypal or cheque.

Recommended sites

As I said before the amount of views of Your photos, the better keywords - the 
more sales. There are some good, and some better agencies. I advise to send 
Your photo to every listed below (unless You want to send some exclusively to 
one of them). It will help You to show it to every person who need that. That is 
the way I do it. Another advice, firstly send it to canstockphoto, because it has 
great keywording tool which can give you idea for some more keywords, if this 
happen edit Your photos IPTC again and then send it to other agencies. 

Good microstock agencies: 

• Bigstockphoto   
• Fotolia   
• Shutter Stock   
• Dreams Time   
• 123rf.com   
• Lucky Oliver   
• Stockxpert   
• iStockPhoto   
• CanStockPhoto   
• Feature Pics   
• MicroStockphoto   

http://www.microstockphoto.com/?a_aid=robgr85
http://www.featurepics.com/Login/Registration.aspx?refid=4718
http://www.canstockphoto.com/?r=27997
http://istockphoto.com/index.php?refnum=robgr85
http://www.stockxpert.com/?ref=robgr85
http://www.luckyoliver.com/?loaf=robgr85
http://www.123rf.com/src_robgr85
http://www.dreamstime.com/res307087
http://submit.shutterstock.com/?ref=95691
http://www.fotolia.com/partner/321182
http://www.bigstockphoto.com/?refid=5HmWTYyDdN
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